
windows and barbed wire fencing symbolizing a downtown
struggling against decay. 

“It was hard to view moving downtown as a step up in the
world because downtown was so dead,” Adam said. 

The view, and Adam’s outlook, changed dramatically with the
opening of a renovated 16-acre American Tobacco Campus (ATC)
in 2004 with Duke as one of the first tenants.

“We saw ATC as an opportunity to change the trajectory of
Durham,” said Tallman Trask III, Duke’s executive vice president.
“Having an abandoned downtown was not in Duke’s interest. Duke
needed new space, and we wanted to invest our money where it
could make a substantial difference.”

But Duke didn’t want to overwhelm downtown. To that end,
Duke officials told American Tobacco developers they would sign 
a lease for 100,000 square feet only if at least three for-profit tenants
agreed to lease an equivalent amount of space. 

“It worked,” said Scott Selig, Duke’s associate vice president 
of Capital Assets and Real Estate. “We were the first to sign a letter
of intent, but the fourth company to make the formal commitment
that made building ATC possible.” 

Duke now leases approximately 225,000 square feet at the
American Tobacco Campus for seven Duke departments and shares
the complex with 72 other businesses and retailers, from Burt’s Bees
to the American Tobacco Barber Shop.

Mixing Work and Play
Ben Kimmel, information architect for Duke Web Services, 

is a regular at the American Tobacco Barber Shop. 
Once a month, he takes a two-minute stroll from his Duke

office overlooking the Lucky Strike water tower stage at the
American Tobacco Campus and settles in the barber’s chair for 
a quick clip. After, he ducks into nearby Mellow Mushroom for a 
slice of pizza. Kimmel finds mixing work and leisure downtown
invigorating. 

“I love that there is always a lot of activity here, no matter what
time of day,” he said. “And the Bull City Connector makes it really
easy to get back to campus when I need to.” 

On the north side of downtown, Kristina Sigmon, director of
statistical operations for the Duke Clinical Research Institute, is able
to enjoy another slice of Durham.

At 6:15 p.m. on a summer afternoon, Sigmon left her office in
the Durham Centre and walked two blocks to the farmers market in
Durham Central Park to stock up on organic vegetables and goat
cheese before the market closed at 6:30 p.m.

“I could never make it to the farmers market on time when 
my office was over by the hospital,” she said.

Sigmon is one of approximately 400 clinical research employees
with offices on six floors of the Durham Centre. Working

>> continued on page 6

Duke Departments in Downtown Durham
Carmichael Building, 
300 North Duke St.  

� (planned purchase from
Durham County)

Brightleaf Square, 
905 West Main St.  �

Duke Press, Duke Psychiatry

West Village, 700 West Main St.
(Cobb Building, O’Brien Building)

� Office of Durham and 
Regional Affairs, Duke 

University Development

North Carolina Mutual Building,
411 West Chapel Hill St.  �

Center for Child and Family
Health, Duke Department of

Community and Family Medicine,
Duke Department of Psychiatry 

Triangle Biotechnology Center,
323 Foster St.  � Dr. Levin
Psychiatry Lab

Durham Centre, 300 West 
Morgan St.  � Duke Clinical
Research Institute

Former Blue Cross and Blue
Shield Building, 800 South
Duke St.  � Duke Physician
Assistant Program

American Tobacco Campus
(Washington, Lucky Strike,
Strickland and Noell Buildings)  
� Duke OIT, Duke Financial
Services, Duke Divinity School
Leadership Education, DUMAC,
Duke Office of Counsel, Duke Real
Estate, Duke Corporate Education

Diamond View I, 512 South
Mangum St.  � Duke Medicine
Development and Alumni Affairs

Source: Duke Capital Assets and Real Estate

Photos courtesy of the Durham Convention & Visitors Bureau,
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