
A Community of One

For the past few weeks, Durham has been shaken by allegations arising from the incident of March 13.
While feelings of pain, anger, and confusion are understandable in times like these, let us remember
that justice is served in the courtroom, not in the media or at the hands of individuals.

We are proud of the response of students at North Carolina Central University and Duke University
who are organizing events to educate each other about sexual violence, racism, and why our system 
of law presumes innocence until guilt is established. We are grateful for the work of clergy and other
leaders who are using this time to urge healing, peace, and truth.

The three of us are engaged in regular dialogue with people throughout Durham. We are providing
updates on our progress and seeking counsel, with the goal of overcoming the tensions that have arisen.

Durham has so much more to offer than what recent events or simplistic national media portrayals 
of our community have shown. Our universities and our city have worked together over the years to
build a community that is known for tolerance, education, business opportunity, and medical and 
technological excellence.

We pledge to all of our fellow citizens that we will continue to work together to strengthen the bonds
that unite us. We all must work to be a community of one.
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